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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

AUG 2 2 1983 
Meeting With Steelworkers Union Local in Ruston - July 30, 1983 
Concerning ASARCO - Arsenic NESHAP 

w,yne E. Grotheer 
Envfron111ental Engineer 

Rul1111king Docket 

On July 30, 18.83,. EPA legton 10 1t1ff and ASARCO (Larry ltlldauht - p11111t 
unager) •t wtttl lllllbtrs of ttle stetlworters llftton local (Un1ted 
Steel1t0rller1 pf Allertc1, Local ZS) concert11ng tN proposed arsenic N£$HAP 
·tor ASARCO. 'Fpllowtng.brtef pNnnuttons by Chrt Gaulding of EPA and 
Larry L1ndeili1st-of ASARCO, there w11 e auettion and enswr period. TIie 
following quottens were asked and cC111111nts aade by the audttftCe !urtng 
that period: . 

1. If SOl!leone hes lung cencer, h°"' do you know it fs not from 
1111ok1ng? 

2. The locel area is lowest 1n the country for cancer rate. 
3, A doctor sa1d 111 people have cancer in their systems. 
4. I worked twenty years in the plant, wish people outside 1o1ould11 1 t. 

put things in the paper saying ASARCO causes cancer and frighten 
people and then sey they are not sure. PP.Ople then have their 
•fnds m1de up and don't want to hear anything else. In those 
twenty years, the c0111p1ny has mede progresn, done tremendous 
things, to protect people 1nside and outside but can only spend 
so much at s time. 

5. Garden sprays contain arsenfc. 
6. Most people are misinformed, ha.,, much input do they have to the 

decision? 
7. Ruckelshaus said the standard was higher than ft should be, will 

give the 1mpress1on that the decfs1on's already made. Peoples' 
minds are alreedy mede up with statements thet r1sk is very high; 
EPA should weft for all fnfonut1on before makfng statem!nts, 

8, How do you know it's not St. Regfs? 
9. Will EPA tell everyone we have no proof that arsenic causes 

cancer? 
10. (Larry Lfndqu1st) There is a risk at high exposurP~ hut 11~ risk 

at low exposures, 
11. The Tec11111 News Tr1btme H1d TICOlll9 11 cencl!!r rate 1s VPry low; 

otti.r. ar.e11 aist t11ve worse huards, · 
12. I wort.Id on the cot1v1rter1 35 ye1r1; it was so bad you couldn't 

see •. ,~ •. hfl't llnow of anyone gett1nJ cancer; I feel O,K. 
13, The ~" tn the North •nd 1ren't 1e1red of the plant. 
14. I've tlved here 61 years, I • 88 y11rs old and st111 breathing, 
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15. Cancer doesn't kill. you build up immun1cy to it. 
16. T1c0111 News Tribune sefd all arsenic fn the hay ts frOlll the 
. ,·.~ P.t~.• 19ft!J~~ fM. .. fKt ~t ll'lt~1~. 11 111 111 Hw.ttr . . 

, .. 17, ··· •,Q:A pic:if,119 OIi .,:lie sae1ter7 An~.tc fl uied t11 other 

18. ~~1~ l'fltlUl"lfltS· 110flg the Wlttt"ff'OlttT 
19. · Poh1ft)ef1111Ct Part hll tltalthy pl•"'·· lllfNls, etc. 
20. l'v•N*ect 111N twnty years, I do't"'t'have cancer and ea very ........ . .. 
21. I .flt,eitNft. seagulls 'nnt ,t~• .. 1ter; et•ls lrnow where 

;;i\•~ .... ft, · •· , ' :; • '. l;"' · ·.' '. • , . , 

22. S1rtce f1ffll1n91 are 1nct>11clntff on 1,str1tc, EPA should do •re 
wort or. ftndfng technologies to help the proble111. · 

23. Whfle proposing, EPA should 5Ub~fdfz@ controls at ASARCO since 
EPA isn't sure ft wtll wori:. 

24. Why 1s there a hfg difference on emission numhers and lolhat are 
we doing about ft? 

25. Keep ft out of the pres~ unttl EPA •~d t~e c0111pany are ~ure; 
pres5 distorts and says wrong. 

26. Does company cooperate and, ff so, what difference does it ma~e? 
27. What took EPA so long and what dfd Superfund have to do with it? 
28. How do we kno~ arsenic isn't from Mt. St. Helens? Co~verters 

are m1"fvolcanoes. 
29. EPA st1'"d11rds are causing strE'S'-, stress causes cancer. 
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